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Subpart A—General Requirements

§30.1 Purpose and definitions.

(a) This part sets forth the Foreign
Trade Regulations (FTR) as required
under the provisions of Title 13, United
States Code (U.S.C.), Chapter 9, section
301. These regulations are revised pur-
suant to provisions of the Foreign Re-
lations Authorization Act, Public Law
107-228 (the Act). This Act authorizes
the Secretary of Commerce, with the
concurrence of the Secretary of State
and the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, to publish regulations mandating
that all persons who are required to
file export information under Chapter 9
of 13 U.S.C., file such information
through the Automated Export System
(AES) for all shipments where a Ship-
per’s Export Declaration (SED) was
previously required. The law further
authorizes the Secretary of Commerce
to issue regulations regarding imposi-
tion of civil and criminal penalties for
violations of the provisions of the Act
and these regulations.

(b) Electronic filing through the AES
strengthens the TU.S. government’s
ability to prevent the export of certain
items to wunauthorized destinations
and/or end users because the AES aids
in targeting, identifying, and when
necessary confiscating suspicious or il-
legal shipments prior to exportation.

(c) Definitions used in the FTR. As
used in this part, the following defini-
tions apply:

AES applicant. The USPPI or author-
ized agent who applies to the Census

15 CFR Subtitle B, Ch. | (1-1-12 Edition)

Bureau for authorization to report ex-
port information electronically to the
AES, or through AESDirect or its re-
lated applications.

AESDirect. A free Internet applica-
tion supported by the Census Bureau
that allows USPPIs, their authorized
agent, or the authorized agent of the
FPPI to transmit EEI through the AES
via the Internet at hittp:/
www.aesdirect.gov.

AES downtime filing citation. A state-
ment used in place of a proof of filing
citation when the AES or AESDirect
computer systems experiences a major
failure. The downtime filing citation
must appear on the bill of lading, air
waybill, export shipping instructions,
or other commercial loading docu-
ments.

AES participant application (APA). An
electronic submission of an individual
or a company’s desire to participate in
the AES. It sets forth a commitment to
develop, maintain, and adhere to CBP
and Census Bureau performance re-
quirements and operational standards.

Air waybill. The shipping document
used for the transportation of air
freight includes conditions, limitations
of liability, shipping instructions, de-
scription of commodity, and applicable
transportation charges. It is generally
similar to a straight non-negotiable
bill of lading and is used for similar

purposes.

Annotation. An explanatory note
(e.g., proof of filing citation,
postdeparture filing citation, AES

downtime filing citation, exemption, or
exclusion legend) placed on the bill of
lading, air waybill, export shipping in-
structions, or other loading document.

Authorized agent. An individual or
legal entity physically located in or
otherwise under the jurisdiction of the
United States that has obtained power
of attorney or written authorization
from a USPPI or FPPI to act on its be-
half, and for purposes of this part, to
complete and file the EEI.

Automated Broker Interface (ABI). A
CBP system through which an im-
porter or licensed customs broker can
electronically file entry and entry
summary data on goods imported into
the United States.
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